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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters!

With humble gratitude to God and to the love of Mary Help

of Christians, I greet all priests, religious and faithful of

our Diocese with God’s presence and grace.

We have had the sad event of losing two of our good priests.

Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter and Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian both

have served the diocese and its people. Rev. Fr. N. A. John

Peter, as parish priest of several parishes, Vicar Forane

and TVMSSS Director was involved in active ministry with

cheerful heart. His acquaintance with all people

irrespective of caste and religion is something to be

admired. Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian, a simple ordinary parish

priest of several parishes was faithful to his call and did

wonderful ministry. Especially through his music he helped

people to meditate and practice God’s Love. Let us pray

that God assure them eternal peace. At the same time we

pray to them to intercede for us all.
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I really kneel down in order to thank the Lord for the act

of believing that God called me ten years ago. Completion

of ten years as the Shepherd of this Diocese was a moment

to remember with gratitude all the wonderful gifts and

marvelous works of the Lord. He is able to achieve such

great things through us who are weak and sinful. Yet the

Lord has been close to all of us and was able to lead us.

God has been guiding the entire Church of Vellore and I

was called to believe and proclaim with our Blessed Mother

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me

according to your will”. The meaningful protection and

closeness of Mary Help of Christians is felt very much and

I am grateful and committed to her presence.

It is my personal privilege to thank Most Rev. Michael

Augustine archbishop emeritus of Pondicherry-Cuddalore,

Most Rev. A. M. Chinnappa, SDB., archbishop emeritus of

Madras – Mylapore, Most Rev. Antony Devotta bishop of

Trichy, Most Rev. Jude Paulraj bishop of Palayamkottai,

Most Rev. Thomas Aquinas bishop of Coimbatore, Most Rev.

Amalraj bishop of Ooty, Most Rev. Singaroyan bishop of

Salem and Most Rev. Thomas Paulsamy bishop of Dindigul,

our priests, religious and people who joined me in thanking

the Lord and revived my Episcopacy with the entire diocese

on the day of my Tenth Episcopal Ordination Anniversary.

As I quoted that day psalm 113: 7-8 “From the dust he lifts

up the lowly from the dunghill he raises the poor to set

him in the company of princes, yes with the princes of his

people” God raised me to this level of shepherding his

people. Please do sustain me with your love and prayer.
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Here I would specially thank our Vicar General Rev. Msgr.

I. John Robert for his meticulous planning, tireless hard

work and execution. We could see his heart and soul in

everything he did. We are also blessed with good team of

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu the Procurator, Fr. A. R. Antonysamy

VSSS Director, Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu, Manager of

RCM Schools, Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy CPC Director, Rev.

Fr. N. A. John Peter TVMSSS Director and many other

priests, religious and volunteers. They have done honour

to our Diocese by their presence and service. It was hard

work but they have done well. I specially thank Rev. Msgr.

M. Joe Lourdusamy Cathedral parish priest, the Assistant,

the religious communities, the Parish Council, Catechists

and everyone who did a marvelous work. I was really happy

to see that our Cathedral Altar has been renovated with

antique wood work and set up an illustrious tabernacle in

honour of our Eucharistic Lord. It will certainly create a

prayerful atmosphere for the faithful. May God bless their

hard work.

My sincere thanks to all our priests, religious and the

people who remained close to us by prayer, wishes and

finance. We were able to mobilize good amount of money

towards education of our children. It is highly appreciable.

Two great feasts are celebrated in this month. 1. The

Exaltation of the Holy Cross. It is the symbol of the reality

of love of God. 2. The Birth of Our Blessed Mother. She

generously accepted to be the handmaid of the Lord. As

we celebrate these feasts let us surrender our families to



4

the Love of God and to the protection of our Lady of

Vailankanni.

Once again I thank you all for your love and wish everyone

the blessings of our Lady of Vailankanni and assure you

of my prayers.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

02 Fri E Confirmation, Gudiyatam

03 Sat TANCEAN, Chennai

04 Sun Wedding, Bangalore

07 Wed E Confirmation, Old Town, Vellore

10 Sat E SABS Convent Blessing, Thandrampattu

11 Sun M Confirmation, Bagayam

M Confirmation, Random Korattur

E Don Bosco Orphanage, Gandhi Nagar, Katpadi

13-16 Pilgrimage, Goa

24 Sat M Adoration Monastery, Sathuvacherry

25 Sun E Marian Convention, Chetpet

29 Thu E Flag Hoisting, Achirapakkam

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB

Bishop of Vellore
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Dear Rev. Fr. Parish Priests, Religious and Head of the

Institutions,

At the request of the Director and Regional Secretary of

the Bible Commission, TNBCLC, Tindivanam, I am happy

to send you the following communication for your kind

cooperation and pastoral effort.

By this time, you would have received the materials for

Bible Sunday Celebrations. As usual, let us celebrate this

year the Bible Sunday in a very grand manner organizing

Bible seminars, Bible study groups, Bible reading, Bible

competitions and Bible Sunday celebration with a special

collection. 50% of the collection will be spent for the Bible

Apostolate in the Diocese and the rest will be sent to the

TNBCLC. When you make a special effort and contribute a

substantial amount from our diocese, the TNBCLC will

consider subsidizing the Bible for our diocese.

Hence may I request all our Priests, Religious and Heads

of the Institutions to make an extra effort this year.

Imparting my special blessing,

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Dear Fathers

As we have already planned, in view of the Year of Mercy

the diocese has arranged a pilgrimage to Goa. The program

is :

13-09-216

9:30 am - arrival & coffee

10:00 am - The bus starts from bishop’s house

15-09-2016 - departure from Goa after supper

16-09-2016 - back to bishop’s house for lunch

Note: There is no recollection for the month of September

A word of thanks

Dear Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and the Laity,

The whole Tamilnadu Church witnessed the grand and

successful celebration of the tenth year Episcopal

Anniversary of our beloved bishop Most. Rev. Dr.

P. Soundararaju, SDB., on 24 August 2016. At this juncture

I would like to thank all those who contributed for the

success of the celebration.  First and foremost I thank the

Almighty and Our Lady for the showers of blessings. I

extend my sincere thanks to our bishop for all his guidance

and support. I thank all our Curia and Council fathers for

their co-operation and service they rendered. I offer my

thanks to the Parish priest and the Asst. Parish priest,
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parish council members, sisters, teachers, catechists and

people of Assumption Cathedral. Sincere thanks to all the

fathers who were volunteers and Religious communities.

Special thanks to Little Flower School-Ranipet, Holy Cross

Matric School-Sathuvachary, St. Mary’s School-Vellore and

Auxilium College for their colourful dances. Thanks to the

Rector, Vice-Rector and all the seminarians of Spirituality

centre. I offer my sincere thanks to all the Vicar Forane

for their generosity to arrange for offertories and all the

choir members and the fathers in charge from each

Vicariate.    May God bless you all.

Diocesan Education Fund

I take this opportunity to thank all the Religious

Communities and the Superiors, Priests, Parishioners,

Teachers, Donors for their generous contribution towards

this project. I extend my sincere thanks to the CRI

president and the executive body of Vellore diocese for

their wonderful service and support. While I thank the

religious communities and others. I would like to remind

all those communities, Parishes who have not yet sent

their contribution to send it soon. The list of contributors

and non contributors will be published in the next month

news letter with the amount.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert
Vicar General
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Diocese of Vellore
Seminarians – 2016-17

IV YEAR THEOLOGY

S.No Name Parish Seminary

  01 Dn. Arockia Nirmal Cathedral Coimbatore

  02 Dn. Felix Kamal Kasthambadi Bangalore

  03 Dn. John Paul Avoor Coimbatore

  04 Dn. Kulandai Yesu Elayankanni Bangalore

  05 Dn. Prakash Pulvanbadi Poonamalle

  06 Dn. Vino Alphonse Pavithiram Bangalore

III YEAR THEOLOGY

S.No Name Parish Seminary

  01 Chinnasamy Thiruvannamalai Coimbatore

  02 Daniel Sharma Theresapuram Poonamalle

  03 Dinesh Narasingapuram Poonamalle

  04 Gregory Nallur Coimbatore

  05 Guna Sekaran Veppoor France

  06 Jerald Anthoniarnagar France

  07 Lawrence Pius Japthikarani Coimbatore

  08 Sekar Veppoor Poonamalle

  09 Velankanni Perunduraipattu Poonamalle

II YEAR THEOLOGY

S.No Name Parish Seminary

01 Arun Kumar Perumanam France

02 Raj Kumar Melputhupakkam France
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I YEAR PHILOSOPHY

S.No Name Parish Seminary

  01 Naveen Kumar Avoor Poonamalle

REGENCY

S.No Name Parish Place

  01 Amuthan Chetpet Bishop’s

House

SPIRITUALITY COURSE

S.No Name Parish Place

  01 Anish Vettavalam Veppoor

  02 Kulandai Yesu Perunthuraipattu Veppoor

  03 Maria Louis Raj Perumanam Veppoor

II YEAR COLLEGE

S.No Name Parish Place

  01 Jeyakumar Vandavasi Tirupattur

  02 Lawrence Namiyandal Tirupattur

  03 Michael Theresapuram Tirupattur

I YEAR COLLEGE

S.No Name Parish Place

  01 Charles Edwin Avoor Tirupattur

  02 Samson Sundar Virudhuvilaginan Tirupattur

  03 Sugumaran Mosavadi Tirupattur
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MINOR SEMINARY

S.No Name Parish Place

01 Arun Stephen Raj Old Town Chingelput

02 Lawrence @ Rahul Soganur Chingelput

03 Vijay Thomas Sanipoondi Chingelput

CUMULATIVE SUMMARY

Deacon 06

Students of Theology 11

Students of Philosophy 01

Regency 01

College Studies 06

Spirituality Course 03

Minor Seminary 03

                                   Total 31

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert
Vicar General

RCM SCHOOLS MANAGER’S OFFICE

School Visit – July – August  2016

S.No Date Name of the School

1 19.07.2016 St.Theresal High School, Pallikonda

2 19.07.2016 RCM Primary School, Pallikonda

3 21.07.2016 RCM Primary School. Ranipet

4 22.07.2017 Dominic Savio Hr.Sec School, Chetpet

5 22.07.2016 RCM Primary School, Chetpet
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6 04.08.2016 St. Xavier’s High School, Kilnathur

7 05.08.2016 RCM Middle School, Kaniyambadi

Fr. A.C.Savarimuthu
Manager

RCM Schools
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Rev. Fr. N.A.John Peter

(11-12-1966   - 26-08-2016)

Father’s Name : Mr. N. G. Antony Samy

Mother’s Name : Mrs. N. Kanikai Mary

Date of Birth : 11. 12. 1966

Place of Birth : Uriurkuppam

Brothers : 4 Younger brothers

Sisters : 6  Younger Sisters

Studies

1972 - 77 : I-V, Primary School, Uriurkuppam

!977 – 79 : VI – VII, Uriurkuppam

1979 – 84 : VIII – XII, Pannur Don Bosco

1984 – 86 : Minor Seminary, Pathiavaram

1986 – 89 : Philosophy, SHS, Poonamalle

1989 – 90 : Regency, Chetpet
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1990 – 93               : Theology, SHS, Poonamalle

17 May 1993 : Diaconate Ordination, Assumption

Cathedral, Vellore by Most Rev.

Michael Agustine, D.D

1993 : Diaconate Ministry, Zamin

Gudalore

23 May 1994 : Priestly Ordination, UriurKuppam

by Most Rev. A.M.Chinnappa, Sdb,

D.D

1994 - 95 : Assit.Parish Priest - Arni,

1995 – 96 : Assit.Parish Priest -Chetpet,

1996 – 2003 : Parish Priest, Mosavadi Built St.

Joseph Church, St. Joseph’s Middle

School, Parish House, Stage,

Compound wall, Toilets, Self Help

(Cows) at Mosavadi. Water Tank at

Alliandal, Self helps to Alliandal,

Septangulam, Thazhanavur,

Injimedu.

2003 - 2009 : Parish Priest – Anthoniar Nagar

(Udayarkuppam) Built RCM School

(8-Rooms) Warter Tank, Toilets, Self

Helps

2009 - 2011 : Parish Priest – Old Town, Vellore

2012 : Senate Member

2011 - 2016 : Council Member/ Parish Priest &

VF – Vandavasi

04 June 2016 : TVMSSS Director
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Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian

(09-02-1948 - 27-08-2016)

Father’s Name : Mr. Maria Susai

Mother’s Name : Mrs. Theresammal

Date of Birth : 09.02.1948

Place of Birth : Metur Dam

Brothers : 6

Sisters : 5

Studies

I-V, Primary School, Oriyur

VI – VII, Jodarpalayam

VIII – XII, Neyiveli

Latin  Course, Capuchins Seminary, Trichur

1 Year regency and Music Course in Coimbatore
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1976 - 1980 : Theology, Papal Seminary, Pune

04 January 1980 : Diaconate Ordination,

1980 : Diaconate Ministry, Bishop’s House,

Vellore

13 May 1980 : Priestly Ordination, Assumption

Cathedral, Vellore by Most Rev.

Michael Bosco Duraisamy, D.D

1980 - 81 : Assit.Parish Priest - Cheyyar

1981 – 82 : Assit.Parish Priest –Zamin Gudalur

1984 – 85 : Spiritual Director for Monfort

Brothers, Pondur, Chennai

1985- 89 : Parish Priest – Alapakkam Built

Primary School and Dispensary

1989 - 1993 : Parish Priest – Melpudupakkam

Renovated the Church

1993 : Spiritual Director for Adoration

Sisters, Sathuvacherry

1994 - 1997 : Parish Priest - Pathiavaram Built

RCM School

1998 - 2005 : Parish Priest – Perumanam Built

Grottos, Church Compound wall,

School building, Community hall

2005 – 2012 : Parish Priest – Thanipadi Started

Pious Associations, Vincent de Paul

Society, Golping and built water

tanks

2012 – 2014 : Parish Priest – Soganur
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2014 : Priests’ Home – Madha Hill,

Chetpet
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Birthday

Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 01.09.1979

Rev. Fr. N. Arockia Doss 06.09.1970

Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 08.09.1954

Rev. Fr. A. Bernard Velanganni 08.09.1972

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 10.09.1957

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 19.09.1958

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 19.09.1973

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 19.09.1974

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 20.09.1940

Rev. Fr. M. A. Arockia Raj 20.09.1973

Rev. Fr. A. Lazar Velankanni 23.09.1981

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 25.09.1953

Rev. Fr. S. A. Gnanasekar 25.09.1982

Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 26.09.1932

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 28.09.1959

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 30.09.1951

Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A. Arulsamy 11.09.1977
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Calender

03 Sat St. Gregory the Great, Pp., Dr., Mem

04 Sun 23rd Ordinary Sunday

O5 Mon Bl. Teresa of Kolkata, Vir, Rf

08 Thu The Nativity of BVM

09 Fri St. Peter Claver Pr. Mem

11 Sun 24th Ordinary Sunday

13 Tue St. John Chrysostem, Bp. Dr

14 Wed The Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Feast

15 Thu Our Lady of Sorrows., Mem

18 Sun 25 th Ordinary Sunday

21 Wed St. Mathew Ap, Ev, Feast

25 Sun 26th Ordinary Sunday

27 Tue St. Vincent de Paul, Pr, Rf., Mem

29 Thu The Holy Archangels Michael, Gabriel and

Raphael, Feast

30 Fri St. Jerome Pr., & Dr., Mem

Intentions

Let us pray that each may contribute to the common good

and to the building of a society that places the human

person at the centre.

Let us pray that by participating in the Sacraments and

meditating on Scripture, Christians may become more

aware of their mission to evangelize.
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Necrology

Rev. Fr. Immanuel Alves SDB 07.09.1976

Rev. Fr.G.Arockiasamy 10.09.2013

Rev. Fr. Fioro de Beneditto SDB 11.09.1978

Rev. Fr. Michael Cusini SDB 17.09.1976

Rev. Fr. Lazar SDB 18.09.1997

Rev. Fr. C. Kurivilla 19.09.2001

Rev. Fr. Peter Meligo 23.09.1958

Rev. Fr. A.Joseph (Senior) 21.09.2014

R.I.P

1. In your Charity, please pray for the repose of the soul

of Mr. Selvam beloved father of Rev. Fr. S. Francis

(Ireland) who died on 08.07.2016.

2. In your Charity, please pray for the repose of the soul

of Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter who died on 26.08.2016.

3. In your Charity, please pray for the repose of the soul

of Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian who died on 27.08.2016.


